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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This office action is in response to the Amendment filed on 02/28/2007. Claims 1 , 
9, 11, 13, 15 and 16 have been amended. Therefore, claims 1-16 are pending and 
presented for further examination. 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 



Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 



3. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Nobakht, U.S. Pat. No. 6,785,716. 
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Regarding claim 1 , Nobakht teaches an Internet appliance user management 
system (= system server 1 10 is connected to the Internet) [see Fig. 1] which is 
connected to an IA terminal (= user terminal 130A-D) via a network, comprising: 

an IA terminal user storing unit storing IA terminal information including an IA 
terminal identifier for identifying a number or mark of a manufacturer of the IA terminal, 
service information including the kind of service to be received, and user registration 
information including user information concerning the user who receives the service, 
said IA terminal information representing registration information required for an Internet 
connection (= storing user/terminal information such as userlD, user PIN, terminal ID, 
manufacture date, etc. ) [see Figs. 1-4 and Col. 6, Line 37 to Col. 7, Line 36 and Col. 8, 
Line 1 to Col. 9, Line 3 and Col. 10, Lines 10-26]; 

a transmission and receiving unit on the side of the IA terminal user management 
system, transmitting and receiving the user registration information to and from the IA 
terminal, and requests the IA terminal to input the user registration information (= input 
devices such as remote control 202 and wireless keyboard 203) [see Figs. 1-2]; 

a user registration information collation unit collating the user registration 
information received by the transmission and receiving unit on the side of the IA 
terminal user management system with the user registration information stored in the IA 
terminal user storing unit and writing the user registration information in the IA terminal 
user storing unit if necessary (= set-top box 131 controls access to Internet 
sites/channels services by manually using input device (202, 203) via system controller 



Serial Number: 10/082,112 
Art Unit: 2155 



Page 4 

Paper Dated 20070425 



21 1 and writes user registration information in the user storage) [see Figs. 3-4 and Col. 

6, Line 45 to Col. 7, Line 36 and Col. 8, Lines 1-41]; and 

an automatic registration unit obtaining the user registration information which 
has not been collated by the user registration information collation unit from the IA 
terminal by means of the transmission and receiving unit on the side of the IA terminal 
user management system and registering said information in the IA terminal user 
storing unit (= passing userlD information directly from smart card to the set-top box 
131) [see Fig. 4 and Col. 8, Lines 1-15]. 

Regarding claim 2, Nobakht further teaches the IA terminal user management 
system according to claim 1, wherein the transmission and receiving unit on the side of 
the IA terminal user management system receives user registration information 
including the IA terminal identifier from the IA terminal, the user registration information 
collation unit collates the received user registration information with the user registration 
information stored in the IA terminal user storing unit, the transmission and receiving 
unit on the side of the IA terminal user management system transmits the collated result 
to the IA terminal, the transmission and receiving unit on the side of the IA terminal user 
management system receives additional user registration information which is not 
included in the received user registration information from the IA terminal, and the 
automatic registration unit registers the received additional user registration information 
in the IA terminal user storing unit [see Figs. 3-4 and Abstract and Col. 6, Line 45 to Col. 

7, Line 36 and Col. 8, Lines 1-41]. 
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Regarding claims 3-4, Nobakht further teaches the IA terminal user management 
system, wherein the IA terminal user storing unit comprises a machine table which 
stores the IA terminal identifier in association with a user identifier for identifying the 
user, a subscriber table which stores the user identifier in association with a service 
provider identifier for identifying the service provider who provides the service, and an 
affinity table which stores the service provider identifier in association with the 
registration procedure for registering the user determined by the service provider (= 
format of records that include userlD, user PIN, password, customer No., box serial No., 
channel table, site address, site name, etc) [see Figs. 3-5]. 

Regarding claims 5-8, Nobakht further teaches the IA terminal user management 
system, wherein the automatic registration unit erases the user registration information 
stored in the IA terminal user storing unit [see Col. 6, Line 37 to Col. 7, Line 17 and Col. 
16, Lines 40-49]. 

Regarding claim 9, Nobakht teaches the IA terminal which performs information 
communication via a network, comprising: 

a transmission and receiving unit on the side of the IA terminal, transmitting and 
receiving IA terminal information including an IA terminal identifier for identifying a 
number or mark of a manufacturer of the IA terminal, service information including the 
kind of service to be received, and user registration information including user 
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information concerning the user who receives the service to and from the IA terminal 
user management system which manages the IA terminal via the network, said IA 
terminal information representing registration information required for an Internet 
connection (= input devices such as remote control 202 and wireless keyboard 203 or 
smart card 232 for entering and transmitting user/terminal information such as userlD, 
user PIN, terminal ID, manufacture date, etc. ; and set-top box 131 for receiving 
user/terminal information and controlling access to Internet sites/channels services) 
[see Figs. 1-4 and Col. 6, Line 37 to Col. 7, Line 36 and Col. 8, Line 1 to Col. 9, Line 3 
and Col. 10, Lines 10-26]; and 

an input unit inputting insufficient user registration information based on the 
request of the IA terminal user management system and writing the user registration 
information in a user storing unit of the IA terminal whereas the transmission and 
receiving unit on the IA terminal transmits the user registration information inputted by 
the input unit to the IA terminal user management system (= controlling access to 
Internet sites/channels services by manually using input device (202, 203) via system 
controller 21 1 or passing userlD information directly from smart card to the set-top box 
131 and writing user registration information in the user storage) [see Figs. 3-4 and Col. 
6, Line 45 to Col. 7, Line 36 and Col. 8, Lines 1-41]. 

Regarding claim 10, Nobakht further teaches the IA terminal according to claim 
9, wherein the transmission and receiving unit on the side of the IA terminal transmits 
user registration information including the IA terminal identifier to the IA terminal user 
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management system, the transmission and receiving unit on the side of the IA terminal 
receives the result of having collated the transmitted user registration information and 
the user registration information stored in the IA terminal user storing unit with which the 
IA terminal user management system is provided, the input unit inputs additional user 
registration information which is not included in the received user registration 
information, and the transmission and receiving unit on the side of the IA terminal 
transmits the inputted additional user registration information to the IA terminal user 
management system [see Figs. 3-4 and Abstract and Col. 6, Line 45 to Col. 7, Line 36 
and Col. 8, Lines 1-41]. 

Claim 1 1 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claim 1. 

Claim 1 2 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claim 2. 

Claim 13 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claim 9. 

Claim 14 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claim 10. 

Claim 15 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claim 1. 

Claim 1 6 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claim 9. 



4. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not persuasive 
because of the following reasons: 

A- Applicant argues that Nobakht fails to disclose each and every element 
of claim 1 [see Remarks, Pages 10-11]. 

The examiner respectfully disagrees. Nobakht teaches an Internet appliance user 
management system such as system server 1 10 is connected to the Internet [see Fig. 



Response to Arguments 
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1] which is connected to an I A terminal such as user terminal 130A-D via a network, 
comprising an IA terminal user storing unit storing IA terminal information including an 
IA terminal identifier for identifying a number or mark of a manufacturer of the IA 
terminal, service information including the kind of service to be received, and user 
registration information including user information concerning the user who receives the 
service, said IA terminal information representing registration information required for an 
Internet connection. For example, Nobakht discloses storing user/terminal information 
such as userlD, user PIN, terminal ID, manufacture date, etc [see Figs. 1-4 and Col. 6, 
Line 37 to Col. 7, Line 36 and Col. 8, Line 1 to Col. 9, Line 3 and Col. 10, Lines 10-26]. 

Nobakht further teaches a transmission and receiving unit on the side of the IA 
terminal user management system, transmitting and receiving the user registration 
information to and from the IA terminal, and requests the IA terminal to input the user 
registration information. For example, Nobakht discloses input devices such as remote 
control 202 and wireless keyboard 203 [see Figs. 1-2]. In addition, Nobakht further 
teaches a user registration information collation unit collating the user registration 
information received by the transmission and receiving unit on the side of the IA 
terminal user management system with the user registration information stored in the IA 
terminal user storing unit and writing the user registration information in the IA terminal 
user storing unit if necessary. For example, Nobakht discloses set-top box 131 controls 
access to Internet sites/channels services by manually using input device (202, 203) via 
system controller 21 1 and writes user registration information in the user storage [see 
Figs. 3-4 and Col. 6, Line 45 to Col. 7, Line 36 and Col. 8, Lines 1-41]. 
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Moreover, Nobakht further teaches an automatic registration unit obtaining the 
user registration information which has not been collated by the user registration 
information collation unit from the IA terminal by means of the transmission and 
receiving unit on the side of the IA terminal user management system and registering 
said information in the IA terminal user storing unit. For example, Nobakht discloses 
passing userlD information directly from smart card to the set-top box 131 [see Fig. 4 
and Col. 8, Lines 1-15]. 

Therefore, Nobakht does disclose every element of claim 1 as shown above. 

B- Applicant further argues that data such as the user ID, the terminal ID 
and manufacture data etc are not stored in the server but in terminal 130 A-D and 
thus the data is not stored in a IA terminal user management system as claimed 
corresponding to a system server [see Remarks, Page 11]. 

The examiner respectfully disagrees. In fact, Nobakht clearly discloses that 
"server 110 includes an input terminal 401 (e.g., a personal computer or workstation), a 
CPU 412, a channel table database 414, a network database 416, and an update 
manager database 41 8... Input terminal 401 is used to enter channel table data and 
user/terminal information into channel table database 414 and network database 416, 
respectively, using known data processing techniques... Channel table database 414 
stores one or more master channel tables entered in this manner. Network database 
416 stores user and terminal information used to identify and authorize users that 
request service. In addition, network database 416 may store optional user home page 
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information that allows each user convenient and secure access to e-mail, chat, and 
other Internet applications currently available to conventional network users. Update 
manager database 418 stores terminal information, current channel table version 
numbers, and other information used to coordinate user terminal update procedures." 
[see Figs. 4 & 5(A-C) and Col. 8, Lines 1-41]. 

Therefore, data are stored in the database of the system server. 

C- Applicant further argues that the present invention is different from the 
cited reference in that the present invention relates to information exchange 
between the IA terminal and the IA terminal management system (corresponding 
to the system server) [see Remarks, Page 11]. 

The examiner respectfully disagrees. Nobakht clearly discloses that "A channel- 
based network for accessing the Internet including a system server, one or more 
Internet sites and one or more user terminals that are connected via the Internet. The 
system server stores a master channel table that includes a list of channel numbers, 
each channel number having an associated Internet address and an associated Internet 
site name. Each Internet site of the network is addressable by an associated Internet 
address stored in the master channel table. Each user terminal automatically (i.e., 
without user participation) downloads and stores a local copy of the master channel 
table. The channel numbers and associated Internet site names are read from the 
downloaded local copy of the channel table and displayed, for example, on a television 
in a menu-like manner. The user selects an Internet site name from the displayed 
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menu, and enters the channel number associated with the selected Internet site name 
using an input device that is similar to a television remote control. The user terminal 
then accesses the selected Internet site by reading the Internet address associated with 
the entered channel number, and transmitting the Internet address onto the Internet." 
[see Abstract]. 

In addition, Nobakht further discloses that "server 110 includes an input terminal 
401 (e.g., a personal computer or workstation), a CPU 412, a channel table database 
414, a network database 416, and an update manager database 41 8... Input terminal 
401 is used to enter channel table data and user/terminal information into channel table 
database 414 and network database 416, respectively, using known data processing 
techniques... Channel table database 414 stores one or more master channel tables 
entered in this manner. Network database 416 stores user and terminal information 
used to identify and authorize users that request service. In addition, network database 
416 may store optional user home page information that allows each user convenient 
and secure access to e-mail, chat, and other Internet applications currently available to 
conventional network users. Update manager database 418 stores terminal 
information, current channel table version numbers, and other information used to 
coordinate user terminal update procedures." [see Fig. 4 and Col. 8, Lines 1-41]. 

Therefore, Nobakht does disclose information exchange between the terminal 
and the system server. 
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In view of the foregoing, the examiner asserts that the cited reference Nobakht 
does teach or suggest the subject matter recited in independent claims. Dependent 
claims depend on independent claims and are therefore rejected at least by virtue of 
their dependency on independent claim and by other reasons set forth above. 
Accordingly, the examiner respectfully maintains the rejections for claims 1-16 as shown 
above. 



5. A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS ACTION IS 
SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS 
COMMUNICATION. FAILURE TO RESPOND WITHIN THE PERIOD FOR RESPONSE 
WILL CAUSE THE APPLICATION TO BECOME ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
EXTENSIONS OF TIME MAY BE OBTAINED UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF 37 CAR 
1.136(A). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Philip Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-3991. 
The Group fax phone number is (571 ) 273-8300. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Saleh Najjar, can be reached on 
(571)272-4006. 
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7. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Philip B. Tran 
Primary Examiner 
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April 25, 2007 



